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Amendments to the Claims : 

A listing of the entire set of pending claims (including amendments to the 
claims, if any) is submitted herewith per 37 CFR 1.121. This listing of claims will 
replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) F l uor e sc e nt A fluorescent Iamp444 comprising: 

a glass discharge vessel-(2) in which a gas is present, which discharge vessel 
(2) is on two sides provided with a tubular end portion-(3) having a longitudinal axis, 
which end portion-(3) includes a glass stem-(§), wherein: 

an exhaust tube-(S) extends axially outwardly from-said the stem-(§) for 
supplying and/or discharging gases during the production of the lamp-(4),-afid 
whe r ein 

an electrode-(&) extends axially inwardly through the stem-(§) for generating 
and maintaining a discharge in the discharge vesse!424.-sa4d the electrode-(&) 
compr i s e s including two pole wires-(9) held in position by the stem-(§) and 
connected to plug pins-(44) of an end cap-(43) fixed to-sa M the end portion-(3), 
charact e r i z e d i n that sa i d and 

the end cap-(43) is at least substantially made of a shrink material. 

2. (Currently amended) F l uoroscont l amp (1) accord i ng to The lamp of claim 1 , 
wherein-sa4d the shrink material is a heat shrink material. 

3. (Currently amended) F l uor e sc e nt l amp (1 ) accord i ng to The lamp of claim 2, 
wherein-sai d the heat shrink material is chosen from the group consisting of PVC, 
po l vo le f i n's, polvolefins, nvlon-8 F, and polyester. 

4. (Currently amended) F l uor e sc e nt lamp (1 ) accord i ng to The lamp of claim 2 or 3, 
wherein-said the heat shrink material is activated at a temperature varying between 
80° and 200° C , preferab l y botwoon 100° and 150° C . 
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5. (Currently amended) M e thod A method for manufacturing a fluorescent lamp-(4), 
wh e r ei n comprising: 

providing a glass discharge-(2-) vessel i s on two s i d e s prov i d e d w i th that 

includes at least a tubular end portion-(3) having a longitudinal axis, wherein the end 
portion-(3) is provided with a glass stem-(§), wh e r ei n an electrode-(8) is fitted to 
extend axially inwardly through the stem-(§)for generating and maintaining a 
discharge in the discharge vessel-(2), wh e r ei n and an exhaust tube-(§) is fitted to 
extend axially outwardly from-sa4d the stem-(§), 

filling the discharge vessel through wh i ch the exhaust tube (6) th e d i scharg e 

v e ss el (2) i s f ille d with a gas, and wh e r ei n 

connecting two pole wires-(9) of-sa M the electrode48 4 that are held in position 

by the stem (5) and ar e conn e ct e d to plug pins-(44) of an end cap that is made 
substantially of a shrinkable material, and (13) f i xed to sa i d end port i on (3). 
charactor i zod i n that sa i d 

fixing the end cap (13) i s f i x e d to sa i d to the end portion (3) through bv 
shrinking the end cap , pr e f e rab l y h e at shr i nk i ng . 

6. (New) The method of claim 5, wherein the shrinking includes heat shrinking. 

7. (New) The method of claim 6, wherein the end cap is made substantially of a heat 
shrink material. 

8. (New) The method of claim 7, wherein the heat shrink material is chosen from the 
group consisting of PVC, polyolefins, nylon, and polyester. 

9. (New) The method of claim 6, wherein the shrinking is performed at a temperature 
varying between 80° and 200° C. 

10. (New) The method of claim 6, wherein the shrinking is performed at a 
temperature varying between 100° and 150° C. 



NL040212US1 Amendment 8.91 7 - MAC 



Atty. Docket No. NL040212US1 



Appl. No. 10/598,256 

Amendment and/or Response 

Reply to Office action of 17 September 2008 



Page 4 of 6 



1 1 . (New) The lamp of claim 2, wherein the heat shrink material is activated at a 
temperature varying between 100° and 150° C. 

12. (New) The lamp of claim 3, wherein the heat shrink material is activated at a 
temperature varying between 100° and 150° C. 
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